
HB 2302 – Electronic 
Filing System Fund 

• Civil and criminal 

• Quarterly 

• Effective 9-1-13 

• Government Code 51.851 

• No collection fee (per Local 

Government Code 133.058(d)(3)) 

 

 

 

Court Rate Type 

District, County, Statutory County, 
Statutory Probate 

$20 Civil 

Justice $10 Civil 

District, County, Statutory County $5 Criminal 





SB 1419 – Truancy 
Prevention & Diversion Fund 

• Criminal 

• Quarterly (form 40-145) 

• Effective 1-1-14 

• Code of Criminal Procedure 
102.015 

• 50% retained IF county has 
established or is attempting to 
establish a juvenile case manager 
program 
Court Rate 

Municipal, Justice $2 





SB 462 – Specialty Court 
Program 

• Name change from Drug Court 
Program to Specialty Court 
Program 

• Form 40-147 changed for name 





SB 389 – Court Costs 
based on Conviction Date 

• District and County Courts only 

• Effective 6-14-13 

• Government Code 51.608 

• AG Opinion GA-1034 (RQ-1135) 















SB 390 – Repeal of Govt. 
Code 51.607(d) 

• Eliminates automatic exceptions. 

• Most future legislation enacting 
new costs and fees will be 
effective January 1st. 

• Legislator, however, could still 
state in a bill that 51.607 does not 
apply. 

• Effective 6-14-13 



Govt. Code 51.607 
Subsection (d) 

• (d)  This section does not apply to a 
court cost or fee if the law imposing or 
changing the amount of the cost or fee: 

• (1)  expressly provides that this section 
does not apply to the imposition or 
change in the amount of the cost or fee; 
or 

• (2)  takes effect before August 1 or after 
the next January 1 following the regular 
session of the legislature at which the 
law was enacted. 

• Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 209, 
Sec. 81(a), eff. Sept. 1, 2003 and Acts 
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 823, Sec. 1, eff. June 
20, 2003. 

 



HB 595 – Child Safety Seat 
& Seat Belt Violations 

• Abolishment of Tertiary Care Fund 
and transfer to General Revenue 
Fund 

• Form change (#40-138)  

• Effective 9-1-13 

 



HB 1294 – Child Safety Seat 
& Seat Belt Violations 

• Fine range changed to $25-$250 
regardless of whether a first, 
second, or subsequent offense 

• Effective 9-1-13 



 Form 40-138 

NEW 

OLD 



HB 410 – Second Court of 
Appeals District 

• Discretionary, up to $5 fee 
changed to mandatory $5 fee 

• Effective 1-1-14 

• Government Code 22.2031 

• Second Court of Appeals District 
(Fort Worth) is composed of the 
counties of Archer, Clay, Cooke, 
Denton, Hood, Jack, Montague, 
Parker, Tarrant, Wichita, Wise and 
Young. 



HB 1513 – Temporary 
Increases of Local Fees 

• District & County Court Records 
Archive Fee 

• County Records Mgmt. & 
Preservation Fee 

• Up to $10 

• Effective 9-1-13 through 8-31-19 



HB 2021 – Collection 
Contracts for Civil Cases 

• Allows contract with 3rd party for 
unpaid fines, fees, or court costs 
relating to a civil case over 60 
days due. 

• Collection fee of 30% of amount 
referred 

• Effective 6-14-13 

• Local Govt. Code 140.009 



SB 510 – TX DOT vehicle 

• Offense created in Transportation 
Code, 545.157. 

• Motorists to reduce speeds 

• Effective 9-1-13 



QUESTIONS 



Govt. Code 51.607 
Subsection (a) 

• Sec. 51.607.  IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW OR 
AMENDED COURT COSTS AND FEES. (a) Following 
each regular session of the legislature, the 
comptroller shall identify each law enacted by 
that legislature, other than a law disapproved by 
the governor, that imposes or changes the 
amount of a court cost or fee collected by the 
clerk of a district, county, statutory county, 
municipal, or justice court from a party to a civil 
case or a defendant in a criminal case, including a 
filing or docketing fee, jury fee, cost on 
conviction, or fee or charge for services or to 
cover the expenses of a public official or agency. 
This subsection does not apply to attorney's fees, 
civil or criminal fines or penalties, or amounts 
charged, paid, or collected on behalf of another 
party to a proceeding other than the state in a 
criminal case, including restitution or damages. 

 



Govt. Code 51.607 
Subsection (b) 

• (b)  The comptroller shall prepare a 
list of each court cost or fee covered 
by Subsection (a) to be imposed or 
changed and shall publish the list in 
the Texas Register not later than 
August 1 after the end of the 
regular session of the legislature at 
which the law imposing or changing 
the amount of the cost or fee was 
enacted. The comptroller shall 
include with the list a statement 
describing the operation of this 
section and stating the date the 
imposition or change in the amount 
of the court cost or fee will take 
effect under Subsection (c). 

 



Govt. Code 51.607 
Subsection (c) 

• (c)  Notwithstanding the effective 
date of the law imposing or 
changing the amount of a court 
cost or fee included on the list, 
the imposition or change in the 
amount of the court cost or fee 
does not take effect until the next 
January 1 after the law takes 
effect. 

 


